Indicators of a school’s contribution to well-being

Summary of Ofsted Consultation document
Proposed Ofsted Indicators to help schools to evaluate their contributions to pupil well-being
Two kinds of school-level indicator are proposed:

· indicators relating to quantified outcomes over which schools can have significant influence 

· indicators based on the perceptions of pupils and parents, relating to the ECM outcomes themselves and the school’s contribution to them.

Local area profile

 It is proposed that the school-level indicators are supplemented by a local area

“well-being profile” of all indicators in the new national indicator set (NIS)

 relevant to the well-being of children and young people, and appropriate indicators prioritised in the local area agreements (LAA), for those outcomes to whose improvement schools might be able, and expected, to contribute. These area indicators will provide important information about the specific challenges facing the local area in which the school is situated.

How the indicators should be used and their limitations

The indicators must be useful to schools in undertaking self-evaluation and in improving the quality of the education and care they provide for children and young people. They should help schools to analyse:
· the well-being of the pupils, recognising the limitations of the indicators 

· the strengths and weaknesses of the contribution the school is making to improving the well-being of its pupils, working in partnership with others, and its impact

· where the school could improve its contribution, and thus the outcomes for its pupils.

Proposals for indicators relating to quantified outcomes
· the school’s overall attendance rate for the most recent school year for which data are available

· the percentage of persistent absentees - pupils who have missed more than 20% of sessions

· percentage of pupils doing at least two hours a week of high quality PE and sport

· the take-up of school lunches

· rate of permanent exclusion

· (for secondary schools) post-16 progression measures. (Participation in learning in the year after they left compulsory schooling).

While these indicators present only a partial picture of pupils’ well-being, they do provide indications of pupils’ enjoyment of and engagement with school, their health, and their prospects of achieving economic well-being. They reflect issues which schools can influence, which they already evaluate and which may be scrutinised by inspectors in collecting evidence about a school’s contribution to pupils’ personal development and well-being. Inspectors will use the indicators as evidence along with other evidence in considering the well-being of pupils and the school's contribution, recognising that the indicators present only a partial picture. Inspectors will also take full account of the evidence which the school itself provides in its self-evaluation 
Proposals for indicators relating to pupils’ and parents’ perceptions

The above indicators provide only limited coverage of the ECM outcomes other than achievement, and leave many gaps. These can be filled by using indicators based on the perceptions of pupils and parents, as users of the services provided by schools, which are important indicators of a pupil’s well-being and the school’s contribution to it. For example, to find out whether children and young people feel safe at school, it is best to ask them and their parents.

Subject to discussion with, and expert advice from, survey providers, it is proposed that the indicators derived from surveys of pupils’ and parents’ perceptions should cover the extent to which:

the school:
− promotes healthy eating

− promotes exercise and a healthy lifestyle and (for younger children) play

− discourages smoking, consumption of alcohol and use of illegal drugs and

    other harmful substances

− gives good guidance on relationships and sexual health

− helps pupils to manage their feelings and be resilient

− promotes equality and counteracts discrimination

− provides a good range of additional activities

− gives pupils good opportunities to contribute to the local community

− helps people of different backgrounds to get on well, both in the school and in

   the wider community

− helps pupils gain the knowledge and skills they will need in the future

− offers the opportunity at 14 to access a range of curriculum choices;

− supports pupils to make choices that will help them progress towards a     

    chosen career/subject of further study
pupils:
− feel safe

− experience bullying

− know who to approach if they have a concern

− enjoy school

− are making good progress

− feel listened to

− are able to influence decisions in the school.

These items would yield indicators of pupils’ well-being although there is no suggestion that perception data will be considered in isolation and uncritically by Ofsted. It may provide pointers to issues of concern to pupils and parents of which schools should be aware. But inspectors will need to consider the perception data carefully and alongside all the other evidence including a school’s own self-evaluation.
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