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	19 December 2008


14-19 Education Adviser for the North West

I am delighted to inform you that from 1 January Robin Goddard will start work as the Department’s 14-19 Education Adviser for the North West.

Many of you will already know Robin through his current role with Learning & Skills Council North West as its Young People’s Learning Director. Along with Government Office for the North West, he also co-chairs the NW 14-19 Strategy Group. 

Robin has a background in colleges where he worked as a teacher and senior manager. Subsequently he has also trained and worked as a solicitor with a well known national education law team advising schools, colleges and universities. As a full time inspector with the Further Education Funding Council, and subsequently as HMI with Ofsted, Robin specialised in leading 14-19 Area Inspections. He led Ofsted’s 2005 national survey into the progress made in ‘Developing a Coherent Phase of 14-19 Education’. His most recent inspection experience was in leading and participating in Joint Area Reviews of Children’s Services. In December 2006, Robin joined the LSC.  

14-19 Advisers will work with 14-19 Partnerships and their delivery consortia towards delivery of the 14-19 entitlement, particularly the curriculum reforms.

Robin’s immediate priority is to work with 14-19 Partnerships and their delivery consortia that start delivery of Diplomas in September 2008. He will help consortia to determine the actions necessary to address problems or concerns and signpost consortia to examples of good-practice and other sources of support. Working alongside the Government Office, he will build on the existing developments that are in place to help implement the 14-19 reforms. In addition, he will provide direct support to the 14-19 Partnerships following the recent 14-19 Progress Check. Finally, as the Department’s 14-19 Adviser in the region, Robin will be reporting to colleagues in the Department on issues and concerns raised about the reform programme across the North West region.  

It is important that Robin’s work complements that already taking place in the region and this will be addressed at a meeting with GONW in the New Year to agree priorities. One of his other first steps will be to formally contact the 14-19 leads in all local areas to arrange an induction meeting.

From 2 January Robin can be contacted by email at robin.goddard@dcfs.gsi.gov.uk 
Yours sincerely,
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Deputy Director
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